Application for Restricted Access to All or Part of Thesis (RD22)
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	GS Handbook Part 10 PGR10.5 and PGR10.8

	
	
	


APPLICATION FOR RESTRICTED ACCESS TO ALL OR PART OF THESIS AND CORE UNDERPINNING DATA 
	GUIDANCE

	For further information on specific UWE Bristol procedures regarding restricted access of theses or core research data please refer to Graduate School Handbook Part 10 PGR10.5 as follows:
 PGR10.5.3
· PGR10.5.3 Any application to restrict access to a thesis (PGR10.5.1-2), or to restrict access to the underpinning core date for longer than two years (PGR10.5.1), should be made at RD1 stage, with appropriate supporting evidence. Applications will be considered by the Taught and Research Degrees Award Board(RDAB) on the recommendation of the Faculty Research Degrees Committee.

· PGR10.5.4 Where the need to restrict access to a thesis emerges at a subsequent stage of registration, or changes are needed to the approved period of restriction, exceptional application must be made to the RDAB.

PGR10.5.5 RDAB will normally only approve an application to restrict access to a thesis or its core underpinning data on the following grounds:

· To enable a patent to be lodged;

· To protect commercially sensitive material;

· To protect material that may be politically sensitive or has implications for national security;

· To protect the safety, physical or mental health of identified individuals where research data cannot be fully anonymised; 
· Where the candidate has not, despite ongoing and evidenced best efforts, been able to gain permission to include third-party copyrighted material without detrimental effect to the fabric of the thesis;

· Where it can be clearly evidenced (e.g., written confirmation from publishers) that the candidate’s opportunities to publish material from the thesis in the normal range of journals or other published outlets for that subject discipline will be significantly and detrimentally affected by providing open access via the University’s Research Repository, the British Library EThOS or other specified online service 
Evidence  may include an extract from the publisher's terms and conditions obtained from a verifiable source e.g. the Sherpa-Romeo Website.

PGR10.8.4 Where RDAB decides that the nature of the candidate’s work prevents the thesis or its core underpinning data from being made openly available in the library of the University via the Research Repository or, in the case of a PhD, via the British Library EThOS, or other specified online service, or in that of any collaborating establishment, then it will be retained by the University on restricted access immediately upon completion of the award for a time period approved.  Subject to any requirements under the Freedom of Information Act (2002) it will only be made available to those who were directly involved in the research during this time.
· This form must be type written and submitted to the Faculty Research Degrees Committee or the Taught and Research Degrees Award Board, depending on the timing of the application.  Details are given above in PGR10.5.3 and PGR10.5.4


	SECTION 1: DETAILS OF PGR CANDIDATE

	PGR Candidate Name

	Award

	     
	 MPhil
	 PhD
	 DPhil
	 Prof Doc*

	
	*Prof Doc award name       

	Faculty
	

	 ACE
	 FBL
	 FET
	 HAS
	
	


	SECTION 2: TITLE OF THESIS

	


	SECTION 3: GROUNDS FOR THE REQUEST OF RESTRICTED ACCESS OF ALL OR PART OF THESIS

	3.1 Referring to Graduate School Handbook PGR10.5.5 (above) under what grounds are you applying for restricted access? 

	

	     

	3.2 Please provide an explanation of the areas of your thesis that you are including in this application and why.

	     

	3.3 Please list any supporting evidence to your request here and attach them to this application.

	

	     

	Please note: Where an application is approved the University will require two copies of your final thesis.   One copy of the thesis with the approved restrictions will be made public on the University’s Research Repository.  A full copy of your thesis, as approved by your examiners and without any restrictions, will be held by the University in a secure area of the University’s Research Repository.


	SECTION 4: DECLARATION

	PGR Candidate Name
	Director of Studies Name

	
	

	PGR Candidate Signature
	Director of Studies Signature

	
	

	
	Date 
	
	Date 

	NB: if sign-off is via e-mail please ensure that the signatory provides their consent within the body of an e-mail (from a UWE Bristol account)


PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OFFICE VIA RESEARCH.DEGREES@UWE.AC.UK 
	2018/19
	UWE Bristol Graduate School | Page 1 of 2


UWE Graduate School | Page 2 of 2
2021/22

